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Teen Action Group Activities 

by Ann Gluck & Terry Kessel  

Folkshul parents Terry Kessel and Ann Gluck led 
a Teen Action Group (TAG) this year on gay 
rights and nonviolence. We started with the history 
of gay rights and watched a US Holocaust 
Memorial Museum video of testimony by gay 
survivors. We saw excerpts from the movie Jim in 
Bold, showcasing the life and art of a gay high 
school student who committed suicide, which led a 
group of young people to initiate a road trip 
visiting gay students in high schools across the 
country out of concern that they were isolated and 
lacked support. We saw parts of a video about the 
civil rights movement, which traced a nonviolent 
lunch counter sit-in from training through action. 
 
We read portions of an article detailing the 
Laramie Project, an investigation by a New York 
film crew of the events and the aftermath of the 
brutal murder of a young gay college student, 
Matthew Shepard, in Laramie, Wyoming. The 
culmination was a play by Moises Kaufman, 
which was made into an HBO movie. We wrote 
letters to our representatives in Washington asking 
them to extend marriage rights to same sex 
couples. 
    (continued page 2) 
 

 
(The Festival of Weeks) 

by Paul Shane 

Shavuos has been one of the neglected festivals in 
modern Jewish life, particularly by secularists. It 
was one of the pilgrimage holidays in ancient Israel. 
Max Rosenfeld, an early director of the shula and 
one of our great thinkers, thought that as secularists 
we should celebrate it as we do other holidays – with 
renewed meaning. It comes seven weeks after 
Pesakh and celebrates the receiving of the Torah as 
well as the harvesting of fruits and vegetables. It is 
the inspiration for the Christian Pentecost, which is 
50 days after Easter. 

I believe that the shula should join with the other 
Jewish schools of the larger community and 
celebrate our graduates and other accomplishments 
of the year. We as a community have accomplished 
much this past year. We have helped youth celebrate 
their b’nai mitzvos; graduated a wonderful class of 
youth with optimism and vitality; found a new place 
to continue and grow; had a good year of education 
for youth and adults and many other activities. We 
should let the larger community know we are proud 
of our accomplishments and confident of our place 
as Jews and members of humanity.  

Some brief excerpts from Max’s discussions about 
Shavuos follow. They can be found in much greater 
detail in his book Festivals, Folklore and 
Philosophy. Shavuos contains all the ingredients to 
become a high point in the secular Jewish calendar. 
It has a message of fulfillment, an “up”  holiday. 
Chaim Zhitlowsky, (a major secular Jewish thinker) 
claimed that Shavuos is  

(continued page 2) 
 
 
 

The Adult Education Committee 
is planning an ambitious program 
for the 2006-2007 school year. 
There are two educational series 
being planned:  Basic and 
Advanced. 

(Details, page 3) 
 



 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TEEN ACTION GROUPS 
 

(continued from page 1) 
 
As part of the Equality Forum, an annual week 
long series of events in Philadelphia, the upper 
school at Friends Select School performed the 
play The Laramie Project, and our TAG group 
attended. Students Sophia Appelbaum, Mariah 
Burke, Matthew Lesso, Rebecca Luborsky, 
Sabrina Ruchelli, Sofie Seymour and Chloe 
Sigal attended, along with several parents. The 
play excerpted interviews with multiple people 
who were involved with the events, detailing 
the events themselves; the subtle and not-so-
subtle homophobia underneath the "live and let 
live" attitude of the townspeople; the personal 
growth experienced by several of the people 
involved; and the massive public response 
across the country and world in the aftermath. 
All of the students seemed quite thoughtful and 
moved by the play. One student shared her 
conviction that it is love that keeps the human 
spirit alive in the aftermath of such brutal 
events.  

SHAVUOS (The Festival of Weeks) 
 

    (continued from page 1) 
 
optimistic, demonstrating that the struggle for a 
better life is not in vain. 
 
It is a celebration of reaping the fruits of life rather 
than struggle. It represents a celebration of 
nature’s bounty and human efforts to sustain and 
increase it. It also has become a celebration of 
Jewish education and learning.  Shavuos could be 
also a day of deepening our consciousness about 
writers and thinkers who have deepened our 
understanding of the human dimensions in Jewish 
history. Therefore it is peculiarly ours as we 
celebrate the fruits of our labor. 
 
Every year in the Jewish Exponent there are 
listings of graduates or confirmands of the various 
supplementary schools in the area. Our community 
should announce the pride we have in our 
graduates and announce them to the larger 
community.  
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The Adult Education Committee  
by Suzanne Johnson-Reese, Jorge Pardes, Joan Morein 

Basic Adult Education Ser ies 
  
In response to inquiries from some of our parents, the Adult Education Committee is excited to announce a new 
series geared toward to those seeking a basic Jewish education from a secular point of view.  We can’ t wait to 
get started and are looking forward to seeing many of you there.   
  
Topics will include ancient bible mythology, major fall holidays, major spring holidays, and Shabbos.  
Timelines, handouts, craft/menu ideas for holidays, reading lists, and a syllabus will be available for each 
session.  If you have ideas in particular that you would like to see covered during these sessions, please contact 
Suzanne Johnson-Reese at 215-945-8580. 
  
There will be additional themes covered jointly with the Advanced Adult Education group.  Topics will 
include a panel on personal Jewish beliefs, the origins and history of the secular Jewish movement, and a 
curriculum review. 
 

Advanced Adult Education Ser ies 

The exciting advanced series of presentations for adult education 
for the upcoming year 2006-2007 has been proposed!  The topics 
included are: 
-Panel on personal Jewish beliefs 
-Origins of the Jewish secular movement 
-Major contemporary Jewish thinkers 
-Assimilation and the Diaspora. 
-Extended program (possibly a family weekend) on Yiddishkeit 
The speakers are yet to be determined. 

�  We invite adults and young adults to join us and  
make this the most successful year yet! �  

 
In addition to the speakers programs, the committee is responsible for the school library. We are merging the 
Folkshul School library with the Adult Ed library and reorganizing when we move. We are in desperate need of 
volunteers to help catalogue, organize, maintain, and establish lending practices.  Please come and help out. 
Contact Joan Morein (joanmor1@msn.com or 610-649-6737) for more information and to volunteer to help. 
The Committee also distributes gifts to the B’nai Mitzvot. If you would like to help finding books of interest, 
contact Lou Hartman (mhar289420@aol.com).  
 
The Committee is also in the planning stages to develop a weekend conference or camp on Yiddishkeit. Plans 
include a speaker from the National Yiddish Book Center; other speakers; performers of Yiddish music;  and 
workshops on Yiddish theater, Yiddish language, and culture. This program will be proposed to the Kehilla for 
Secular Jews for sponsorship. We are looking for people willing to be part of the planning process. Contact 
Joan (joanmor1@msn.com) or Paul Shane (pshane@andromeda.rutgers.edu). 
 
Finally, we are considering a study group, to examine in depth a topic of interest to the group. This program 
will be independent of the Speaker Series. We©d like your ideas and to know whether you©d be interested in 
participating in this kind of activity. 
 

Larry Angert and Rabbi Ben Biber, Jan. 2006 
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Folkshul Highlights for 5766 / 2005-2006 
by Suzie Checkman 

 
�  Welcomed seven new B’nai Mitzvah into our Community 

�  New B’nai Mitzvah Coordinator  – Said farewell to Marjorie Goldman and welcomed Judy Heath 

�  Folkshul is a founding member of the Kehilla of Secular  Jews, a new Delaware Valley-based 
organization, along with five co-founders Shir Shalom, Sholom Aleichem Club, Philadelphia Secular 
Jewish Organization, South Jersey Secular Jews and Workmen’s Circle/Arbeter Ring of Philadelphia. 

�  Great star t for  the Community’s Endowment Fund – The Board adopted an agreement to create the 
Jewish Secular Humanist Education Endowment of Greater Philadelphia, and raised over $20,000 in the 
first year’s campaign (with many thanks to our Chair Barbara Halpern and our generous Kehilla friends) 

�  Approved new affiliation with Workmen’s Circle/Arbeter  Ring  This century-old national secular 
Jewish organization has historical ties to Folkshul’s forbears. We are pleased to increase Folkshul’s 
connections with other humanistic and secular Jewish organizations. 

�  Major  steps toward financial solvency were achieved, including: 

o Hired a new bookkeeper and new CPA, who performed forensic reconstruction of past books, 
set up new books according to GAAP, and established accountable financial procedures. 

o Ascertained and cleared up remaining Federal, State and City tax issues 

o Parent Body approved a realistic, balanced budget that does not require drawing from reserves 

�  Moving to a new site after  32 years – Our phenomenal Site Selection Committee evaluated over 50 
potential sites and chose a fabulous facility. This summer we will be moving to our wonderful new site, 
Springside School in Chestnut Hill.  Look for a formal announcement soon!  

�  Folkshul’s Adult Community presented a full program this year .  Two series were offered: Basic 
Holidays and Advanced Institutions. Guest speakers included Rabbi Ben Biber of Washington’s Machar 
community and Mr. Herb Silverman, the President of the Secular Coalition of America. 

�  Held our  First Annual Coalition/Alumni Family Day 
featuring a well attended Jewish Family Museum program, 
which received local media attention. 

�  Two academic studies of the Folkshul were undertaken 
this year , by a rabbinical student at Reconstructionist 
Rabbinical College and by two organizational management 
graduate students who provided information and suggestions 
for improving Folkshul’s volunteerism model. 

�  We exceeded our  fundraising goals for the first time this 
year, due to generous support from our community, new 
grants, and successful events run by our terrific Vice 
President Lisa Hastings and our able volunteers! 

�  All five of our  graduating ninth graders are returning as 
Assistants next year !   ����   
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Emmett displayed (and played!) his 
Shofar in the Jewish Family Museum 


